100 Days of Winter: Flood Conditions Tailgate Talks

Key Hazards During Flood Conditions
Electrical Dangers: 
· Floodwaters can hide energized power lines, which can electrocute anyone who comes in contact with them. Only qualified utility workers should handle downed or damaged electrical lines.
· Treat all downed power lines as if they are live.
· Shut off power at the main breaker before entering a flooded area, and do not turn it back on until a qualified electrician has inspected electrical equipment.
· Use ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) and check that all cords are in good condition.
Contaminated Floodwater: 
· Floodwaters often contain raw sewage, hazardous chemicals, and other contaminants that can cause infection.
· Wear waterproof gloves and boots to minimize skin contact.
· Practice good hygiene, including washing hands with soap and clean water after contact with floodwater.
Structural instability: 
· Floodwaters can damage the foundation and structural integrity of buildings, leading to potential collapse.
· Do not enter a flood-damaged building until a qualified professional has inspected and certified it as safe.
· Use caution around debris and unstable surfaces.
Hidden Dangers: 
· Floodwaters can hide sharp objects, manholes, and other submerged debris. Use a wooden stick or pole to probe the ground before stepping.
Portable generators: 
· Using gasoline or diesel-powered generators indoors or in confined spaces can lead to carbon monoxide poisoning.
· Always use generators outdoors and away from windows, doors, and air intakes.
Mold: 
· Mold growth can begin in as little as 48 hours after a flood.
· Use a NIOSH-approved N95 respirator, goggles, and gloves when handling moldy materials.
· Ventilate the work area and avoid mixing bleach with ammonia.
Heat Stress and Fatigue: 
· Workers in hot, humid conditions may suffer from heat exhaustion or stroke.
· Ensure workers have plenty of water and take frequent breaks in shaded or air-conditioned areas.
· Drowning: Working in or around floodwater poses a risk of drowning.
· Wear a Coast Guard-approved life jacket when working over or near water where there is a drowning risk.
· Never drive or walk through moving water. 
